Phyllis J. Higman

Senior Conservation Scientist, Michigan Natural Features Inventory

Education:


Master of Science: 

Central Michigan Univ.   
Biological Sciences (Botany) 
1989


Teacher Certification:
University of Michigan  
Biology and Physical Science 
1979


Bachelor of Science:  
University of Michigan  
Biological Sciences  
1978

Professional Experience:  


2005-Present 
Senior Conservation Scientist, Conservation Education Section Leader Michigan Natural Features Inventory, Michigan State University Extension.  


1993-2004  
Botanist, Associate Program Leader, Michigan Natural Features Inventory.  Michigan State University Extension.  (The Nature Conservancy until 2000.)  


1989-1993  
Environmental Consultant.  Ecological Assessment Services, White Lake, Michigan and Vital Resources Consulting, West Branch, Michigan.  


1989-1992  
Adjunct Faculty, Mott Community College and Saginaw Valley State University 

Primary Emphases:

· 19 years field-based study of Michigan’s native ecosystems and rare and declining species 

· 13 years coordinating a biodiversity and emerging issues conservation education program 

· 7 years studying invasive plants:  inventory, planning, monitoring, training

· Delivery of field based workshops and symposia to a wide array of audiences 

Recent Grants Awarded:

· Restoration of Coastal Wetlands by Early Detection and Treatment of Phragmites.  Great Lakes USFWS.  Coastal Program. $95,000.  2009.

· Prioritizing and Coordinating Rapid Response to Phragmites.  National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) - Great Lakes Watershed Restoration Program.  $100,000.  2009.

· Technical Assistance for Implementation of the MDNR-WD Invasive Plant Management Framework.  MNDR-WD.  $80,000.  2009. 

· The Michigan Invasive Species Information Network (MISIN): Engaging Stakeholders in Invasive Species Detection and Management. Submitted in partnership with Mich. State Univ. Ext. (Doug Landis, Amos Ziegler) to the Sustainable Michigan Endowed Project (SMEP).  $25,000/year for 3 yrs. 2008.

· An Early Detection Monitoring Protocol for Wetland Plant Invaders in Saginaw Bay.  Awarded by DEQ Clean Michigan Initiative.  $108,000.  2008.

Recent Invited Presentations

· Measure Twice, Cut Once.  Pre-Planning for Natural Area Restoration. Web Cast with David Mindell. Sponsored by The Stewardship Network, Ann Arbor, MI.  2009.

· Birds, Birders, and Invasive Plants.  Invited Speaker. Presented to the Michigan Bird Conservation Imitative, Ornithological Congress.  April 3, 2009.  Petoskey, Michigan.

· MNFI Perspectives:  Invasive Species in Michigan - Prioritizing Monitoring and Response Efforts. Presented at the Aquatic Invasive Species Symposium.  Kellogg Center.  East Lansing, MI.  2008.

Recent Writings

· Campbell, S.L., P.J. Higman, K. Borland, & B. Schillo. 2009. A Field Identification Guide to Invasive Plants in Michigan’s Natural Communities.  http://web4.msue.msu.edu/mnfi/education/fieldguide.cfm.

· Higman, P.J., & S.L. Campbell. 2009Meeting the Challenge of Invasive Plants:  A Framework for Action.  2009. http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/Invasives_strategy_final_289799_7.pdf
· Penskar, M.R., D. A. Hyde,  P.H. Higman, J.J. Paskus, R.R. Goforth, D.L. Cuthrell, D.A. Albert and R.L Boehm.  2000.  Biological Inventory for Conservation of Great Lakes Islands: 1999 Progress Report.  Report for the Environmental Protection Agency, Great Lakes National Program and the MI DEQ, Land & Water Mgmt. Division, Coastal Mgmt. Program.   Michigan Natural Features Inventory report number 2000‑11.  85pp. 

· Higman, P.J., E. Schools, and H. Enander. 2009. Using Gap Species Models in Conservation Reserve Design. Submitted to USDA March, 2009. 34 pp. Manuscript in preparation.
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